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Action: The staff recommends that the council: 
 
• Delegate to the boards of trustees of the University of Louisville and the 

University of Kentucky authority to approve joint or collaborative master’s 
degrees necessary to expedite the accreditation of public health schools by 
the Council on Education for Public Health and promote public health 
research. 

 
• Extend approval of the master’s degree programs through 2004, while the 

universities continue to pursue the creation of a single, jointly accredited 
school of public health. 

 
In November 1999, the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville agreed to create 
one jointly accredited Kentucky School of Public Health. However, extended discussions with 
the Council on Education for Public Health, the national accrediting body for public health 
programs, revealed that CEPH is unwilling to accredit a jointly administered school of public 
health. Those discussions will continue. The University of Louisville and University of Kentucky 
are committed to changing CEPH's position. But these negotiations will take time, and Kentucky 
needs to address its public health problems while they proceed. 
 
A good interim solution is to create accredited schools of public health that work with other 
graduate public health programs in the state. Immediate creation of accredited programs in public 
health will help Kentucky attract and prepare many more public health professionals. Accredited 
programs also are necessary to allow both universities to contribute their intellectual capacity to 
conducting public health research that is needed by the state and nation at this time.  
 
Accreditation at the University of Louisville requires creation of a practitioner-oriented master's 
degree (the MPH).  The existing MPH at UK and the new MPH at UofL will be collaborative or 
joint programs.  A joint master’s research degree (the MSPH) between the two institutions will 
foster collaborative work solving public health problems and support the eventual creation of a 
jointly accredited school.  
 
The universities will provide regular reports to the council on their progress in developing degree 
programs and negotiating with CEPH for a jointly accredited school of public health.  Both 



 

institutions will ensure that all students enrolled in any degree program that may be phased out 
can complete those programs in a timely fashion.  
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